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LETTERS 


OF THE 
Right Reverend Father in GOD, 


| HENRY, 


Lord Biſhop of Loxdon. 


ſm. | 
(2) 

the two Sacraments and Cates«, 
chiſng, in the reaſon of which, 
that you may be the .better 
provided to fatisfie ſuch as ſhall 
- enquire, eſpecially thoſe that. 
are immediately under your 
care. I have thought fit to let 
you know, in ſhort, what in- 
dnced me to take this method. 

Which was in general, that 
notwithſtanding the great duty 
and importance of each particu- 
lar, with the neccſfary and pru- 
dent direfions of our Church 
for their due obſervance, there 
was fo great a negle& in moſt 
places, that the ſubſtance of 
Religion, unleſs timely reme- 
dy'd, would be lolt emorg us. 


Baptiſm. 


a——— 


(3) 
Baptiſm. 


| HE firſt Conference” 
we had was concerning' 


Baptiſm, for the performance 


of which, you are directed by 
' 29 and 30, and 68, 69 and 70 


Canons, and the Rubricks con- 
fained in the Office for the 
Adminiſtration of Baptiſm. 
And to perfwade us the more 


- earneſtly andefſeually to pro» 


ſecute this, we conſiderd, 1: 
Of how great uſe and expert- 
ence put lick Baptiſm wasinthe 
Church, 2. What might bethe 
beſt means to recover the 
ſhameful giſuſe of ir. 
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| outward dppcarance ,- afid fop 


the want 'of which, by: being 
hudled up. ut private, I fear | 
may - but too- truly - ay. it is 


| grown into contempt -among 


us. | | ; 
.* That which adds great we! 

to confirm theſe > 'o 
the conſlant and univerſal pras 
ftice of the. Church in all a» 
ges ; Which, however different 


| n_ the- manner , was always 
| attende1 with two circumſtans 
| £es, .a high Reverence to the 


Sacredneſs of the Inſtitution; - 
and a ſolemn and publick Per« 
formance : witneſs the Frimis- 
tive uſage in the burying- plas 


; ces of- ther: Martyrs, where 


theirAſſemblies were then-held, 
and afterwards their magnifs 
cent 
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5 
| The Lords Supper. 


"THE next Conference | 
| - was upon - the Lords | 

, = _ Supper, in the obſer- 
vation of- which, you are dis. 
rected by 20, 21, 22, 26, 27, 
and 28 Canons, as hkewiſe by,, 
the Rubricks in the Office. 
All which we. did unanimouſly, 
free, hot only intirely to 0+ 
, fo far as concerns our 
ſelves, bur likewiſe to promote 
in others where we are 1njoy- 
ned, as having ſworn to oh. 
ſerve all ſuch Injunftions. Bur 
we found our misfortune here, 
avot fo much to lye in unwor- 
thy or irreverent Communi» 
| cants, 


(9) 
cants, as that there is a gene» 
ral Apoſtacy ( it I may fo call 
it) from this ſacred Inſtitution, 
Our great work therefore in 
this particular, was, and ſtill is 
like to be, to perſwade men of 
the and neceſſity 
of this Sacrament ; and from 
thence to excuſe our ſelves, 
While we leave no- means un- 
attempted to bring them to 
this Communion. 

Nothing certainly can be 
more poſitive than the Inſti 
rtution ſet down in _— the 
Goſpels, nor the benefit and 
great advantage more clearly 
expreſt than x.Cor.x, xi. Cha» 
pters ; where you have in the 
xi Chap. v. 26. a plain decla» 
ration of the continuance of ie 

£4 B to 


(10) 
ew the end of the World, from 
this expreſſion, Te do ſhew the 
Lords death till be come. 

It is evident to any that 
ſhall imparrially read the ' forc> 
mentioned places of Scripture, 
that none can pretend to'Go- 

Obedience that omit this 

dinance. And-it does as e- 
vidently appear, that there is a 
ſhametul geglect of it through- 
out this whole Kingdom. 

The reaſon of which-is plain 
to any that will look tack ro 
the late times, and obſerve how 
induſtriouſly by an univerſal 
diſcouragement, either through 
a ſuperſtitious terror, or pro» 
phane contempt, the omiffion 
of it was promoted. And this 
was natural under -arv uſurp'd 

Power, 


> — Att 2 


WD BED WW 1 3=© Y” wor Re Y*Y WW rF- 


(11) 

Power, where ſin was the Law, 
and Tranſgreſſion the beſt Obe- 
dience: , But now that theſe 
hardſhips: are; blown; over, 
where we find the Boad 
ef Peace, andthe-Unity of the 
Spirit, without: Communion ? 
What ſecurity have we of being 
one. Body, it we are not one 
Bread? x1 Car. 1C+. bps How 
know: we that there: are- not. 
more Papiſts amongſt us than 
Proteſtants, and-more that offer 
up / range Fire, and partake of 
ether Altars than Owrs, it they 
eat not of the Sacrifice? wer. 
18, Surely, if we condemn the 
Church of Rome for putting off 
half the Communion, they will 
riſe up 1n judgment againſt us 
at the laſt day, and utterly 

B 2 condentn 


(12) 
condemn all ſuch as neglect 
the whole. 

Since then the ſecurity, not 
only of every private perſon, 
but even of the whole Church, 
depends upon the due Obſerva- 
tion of this Sacrament ; it may 
caſily be concluded what dilt- 
gence we ought to uſe to bring 
the people to a juſt ſenſe of this 
duty, by Exhortation, Reproof, 

ivate Communication from 

zouſe to houſe, eſpecially at 
ſuch times as we appoint Com- 
munions , and whatever elſe 
Law or Prydence can ſuggeſt 
to us. 


(13) 


«.. Catechiſm, 


f: = E laſt thing we met 
upon! Was Catechiling, 
the want - which has lett the 
Church without a foundation ; 
for as the wiſe man fays, F 
early proviſion of good principles 
be not - laid wp im the youth, 
wherewithal ſhall a man have to 
ſupport himfelf his riper years? 
Eecleſ, Xit. 4. Tam ſure the 
Church has. order'd the care, 
in this particular, with great 
exactnels, as may be ſeen in the 
Rubricks of the ſhort Cate- 
chiſm, and in the 59th Canon, 
beſides the ſeveral publick ad» 
monitions, whereby its execuy 
B 3 rig 


(14) 
tion has been recommended to 
us. What reverence or reſpect 
can be lookt for from the peo- 
ple to the two Sacraments, 
when they have never learng 
what they are ? What Obedi. 
ence or other Morality to be 
expected, when they have ne- 
ver underſtood the Command- 
ments 2 What Faith ſhall we 
think to find upon the Earth, 
when the firſt Principles of its 
Articles have been never laid 2 

And therefore , if Parents 
will not anſwer at the laſt day 
for rhe ruin of their Children ; 
if Maſters and Miſtreſſes will 
not take upon them the miſcar- 
riages of their Servants and 
Apprentices ; it we do not in» 
_ to be found guilty of the 


ſins 


(15) 

fins of the growing Generation 
in our reſpective Flocks : We 
ought certainly to uſe all dili- 

nce and Authority to bring 
tuch as have need of it to re« 
ceive due mſtruction at the ap- 
pointed times, or oftner if we 
find it needful ; that at leaſt, 
whoever miſcarries, we may 
fave our own Souls. h 

I hope I have preſt this duty 
ſooften, and earneſtly, to my 
Brethren of the Clergy, that I 
ſhall never find cauſe to com» 
plain of their negle&t : which, 
ſhould I find my ſelf diſappoin- 
ted in, I could not but reſent it 
with great grief. But in full 
aſſurance of your complying, I 
ſhall only recommend one me- 


thod to you, that what 3 
40 


(216) 

af the Catechifm you expound 
one day, you would make thoſe 
you Catechiſe, give you an ac+- 
count, the next day, of its mea. 
ning : That ſo you may be 
aſlured of the urderſtanding. 
and improvement each perſon 
receives from. that loflradti- 
ON. 

All this, and whatever elſe, 
in your own diſcretion, you 
ſhall find neceſlary tor the pro» 
moting of what has been aid, 
I do beſeech you, from my 
ſelf, and conjure you, by the- 
Obedience you owe the Churcly 
you arceſtabliſhr in, that you 
omit-no- care nor diligence for 
the effefting of it. For this 
you may be confident of, that 
L ſhall never enjoyn youany 

4 other 


(17) 

other thing , than what you 
have already ſubmitted to, and 
are bound to obſerve. Our 
Canons and Conſtitutions are 
the common voice of the 
Church ; the words of which 
only, are they that can dire&t 
us to an obedience of r Cor. 
1 Chap. wer. 10. That we all 
ſpeak the ſame thing, and that 
there be no divifions among us, 
Put that we be perfetly joyn'd 

together in the 5 mind an 
in the ſame judgment. Others 
wiſe, without ſome common 
diretion and mark to ſteer 
ourſelves by, it were impoſible 
to avoid the ſame confuſion as 
they are ſubject to, that are dif- 
by uncertain ſounds, 

1 Cor. xiv. That God would 
dirgft 


(18) 

dirett you and' your Flock 'in 
theſe and all things elſe, is the 
moſt hearty Prayer of, 


SIR, 
ar: Parafiins Fd 
end Brother, 
H. Londom 


His 


(19) 
The Lord Biſhop.of London's 


Second Letter. 


I. The half Communion. 


Good Brother, 

A Now hardy thing cer. 

tamly was never underta. 
ken by men, than direQaly in 
the face of an Inſtitution - of 
Chriſt's own appointment, 'to 
enjoyn the contrary practice, 
Chriſt hath ſaid, Drink ye all of 
this : Burt fays the Papiſt in the 
Council of Conſtance, Sefſ. 13. 
Chriſt indeed inſtituted the Com. 
munion ander both #tnds, but to 
avoid the dangers, and probable 
ſeandals that may happen, we do 
forbid the Adminiſtration of the 
Cap at all to the Laity, andygp. 
B nerally 


(20) 
nerally to_ any, but to him that 
Offciates. It would be conſide- 
red, whether the poſitive com- 
mand of Chrift, or that of the 
Council 15 to be obey'd, as it is 
attended with the reaſons of 
inconvenience? Ido preſume a 
poſitive command of God can» 
not be diſobey d without guilt, 
unleſs ſome one or more of theſe 
Grounds : Either, 1.That God 
diſpenſes with it, as he did with 


Circumciſion in theWilderneſs, ” 


Or, 2. That ſomeevil greater 
than the conſequence of the 
non-performance of it will 
certainly follow ; as when Da. 
vid ate the Shew-bread, and 
chey that were with him; 
which depends upon that Rule 
of our Saviour, which, though 

apply d 


/ (21) 


apply'd to the Sabbath , yet 
extends to all other politive 
commands, that man was not 
made for them, but they for 
man : Or laſtly, in caſe of in_ 
capacity, as the Children of 
Iſraels not or going -» Þ= Io to Jeruſa. 
lem in the ity. 
And I beleech ) you, what has 
the inconveniency alledg'd by 
Papiſts to do with any of theſe 
| p— Packer = do not 
to a ſumple Diſpenſati. 
on, which can proceed from 
God only, whoſe Inſtitution it 
is, ' Nor to an incapacity. Then 
for the inconvenience _—_ 
the ae ſpi the Wine, &c T is 
with one juſt cir. 
w=S—aney It ſhould be cer. 
tain, whereas it — only probg, 
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(22) 

ble; it ſhould be of equal 
weight to the diſobedieace,and 
45 not ; nay, without queſtio- 
Hing the wiſdom of - God, it 
cannot be, becauſe it ſhould be 
ſomething that: falls our extra» 
ordinartly, whereas this was.a. 

, Objecron. from: the. 
fir Inſtitution : So that you 
muſt either ſoy; Chyyf& was. not: 
aware: of: this inconvenience, 


which-hegthe fame aſpeSupam 
this part of the bacraracntthren,, 
as. it; we and: naturally 


(23) 

one kind toChildren or to: the 
Sick, or the carrying home of 
the Conſecrated Bread. To the: 
firſt, it is very improbable that 
ever it wis-fÞ done; orif it 

was, theAmhoriry is fo flender, 

&5 is not worth-confſideration : 
Fo tle ſecond, whatever ſuper- 
ſtirious nſage there was of car« 

rying home Rt 
none received at the of 
the Mmiſter, bat under both 
kinds. To omit the conflune 
Authority ofthe Fathersin this 
cafe, I will on _ what 

_ Gelafius _ dift. 2. 
comperimms,commands thoſe 
ſome ſaperſtition- 
abſtained - trom -the Cup, that 
they ſhould cirher receive the 
Sacrament. compleat and cnt, 


or. 


(24) 

or te entirely rejected : that 
the ſeparating one and the fame 
Myſtery, could not be done 
without groſs Sacriledg. And 
now I conclude with Caſſander, 
Conſult. art. 22. de adminiſtratts 
one S. Santti Sacramenti Eucha- 
riſtie : It is evident the Uni- 
verſal Church to this very day, 
the Weſtern for above a Thou» 
ſand years after Chriſt, did ad- 

iniſter the Wine as well as 
Bread to all the Members of 
Chrift's Church ; which is ma- 
nifeſt from a Cloud of Wine 
ſes, ancient Greek and Latine 
Authors, who founded them- 
ſelves upon the Inſtitution and 


Exampleof our Lord. 


v Il. Pray: 


| 


» 


' 


(25-Y 


IL Prayers in an unkitown 
Tongue. 


F: Scripture or Reaſon mighe 
prevail, this practice could 
never have paſſed among the 
Sons of men : bur whilſt mte- 
reſt and other Indiret ends arc 
the ſcope of too many that pro-- 
feſs Rehgion, it is no wonder 
if darkneſs be upheld for light, 
The Holy Gholt ſays expreſly, 
FCor.1 4-Fhat theChurch ſhould 
not aflowPraying in an uxknown 
Tongue , unleſs ſomebody be 
by to Interpret ; becauſe other» 
wife the unlcarned could not 
ſay, amen. Whereby ir appears 
thar the Intention, as well $$. 
B 3 


(26) 
Pronunciation of the ſupplicant 
is required. And i how 
can it be imagin'd otherwiſe, 
that God ſhould expe&t lels 
then the offering up to him 
What he has given us, not to 
talk like Parots, but with our 
underſtanding a reaſonable Sa- 
crifice ; And how can that be, 
when the beſt pretence Papilts 
have, is, that the People have 
2 general notice of what it 1s 
they Pray for. If they are ca- 
pable of a particular, does not 
the Church of Rome make them 
come ſhort in their duty toGod, 
in hindring them from a come 
pleat pertormance 2 For cers 
tainly no general notion can 
make that Impreſſion, as a di- 

ſtint underſtanding of every 
i Z term 


_ 


» (27) 

term of expreſſion would do; 
Therefore fays Amalarius, the 
unlearned hearing what he un- 
derſtands not, knows not what 
he Prays for, and therefore an- 
ſwers not Amen : De divin. 
offic. l. 3. c. 9. So all the Fa- 
thers that have treated of this 
matter. 


_ 


III. Prayers to Saints, 


T muſt be acknowledg'd, 
| that whoever - holds Com- 
munion with the Church of 
Rome, muſt Pray to Saints after 

* the ſame external manner, as 
he Prays to God, that is, he 
kneels down, and worſhips in 


Gods houſe in the ſolemn time 
Nm s 3of 


(2d) 
of Gods, Service by a Form ſ&t 
down in the” Liturgy, He 
bowes before the Sainrs Image 
in the Houſe of God, and offers 
up Incenſe. In ſhort, there is. 
no ourward of DivineWor. 

ſhip omzrted. Now, I would 
fain know how it is poſſible to 
avoid the juſt imputation - of- 
Idolatry , when the firſt and 

ſecond Commapydment- are, ſo - 
many ways intftenched upon 2 

Here is another Objett beſides 
God fallen down before, and 
worſhipped in the Houſe of God, 

jovned with the Service of God?” 
And what if there be a diffe-- 
rence of Addreſs in the exprefb- ' 


fron 3nd degree of Devovion, 
can that take of the ſeandal 
gwea tothe greatolt part ofthe 

Y world, 


(29) 
world, who judge by the eye, 
and cannot judge otherwiſe 2 
Dees that anſwer that Chaſlit 
of Worſhip, which God has fo 
ſuitably to our underſtandings 
expreſled himſelf ro expect from 
us : For 1 the Lord thy Ged am 
a jealous God > But ( alas!) 
When we conſider the ſuperſti- 
tious nature of mankind, how 
apt to run after other Gods, 
how unable to reſiſt the ſtr 

er impreſſion of the moreſenſt- 
ble Objet, be the other never 
ſo confiderable ; nay, that we 
ſee the common People in Po- 
piſh Countries ran (0 faſt into 
the ſenſible Devotion of their 
Fellow-Creatures, that they 
have let go their hold on Chriſt 


the Head. Colofſ. cap. 2. as 
a 


(30) 
have forgot God'; their Guar- 
dian Angels. and p——_ 
Saints fill their Hearts an 


- Andthus T have given you # 
brief hint, of what I hope ſhort- 
ly you will with the former 
Conferences have in full mea- 
ſure, and what 1 muſt needs 
confeſs was by many of you 

carefully and accurately diſcuſ- 
ſed. You cannot in ſo narrow 
| a 


(31) 
a compaſs expe&t more than 
the ſtate of a Queſtion, which 
will however (1 hope) anſwer 
my purpoſe to mind you of 
your own conceptions, and 
what in the Conferences you 
heard from others, and to ad» 
moniſh you of your duty from 
the above.recited Canons. 


SIR, 
Fulbam, Your affeionate Friend, 
July 6. 
—_ and Brother, 


H. London. 


His 


(33) 
The Biſhop 


OF 


LONDON 


HIS 


Third Leer. 


Good Brother, 


| Hoſe two Confe- 
rences we held the 

' laft year, were 
on Subjets lo uſe- 


ſul in their kind , that Tean- 
not forbear repeating to you 
the Subſtagce of what was 
then Diſcourfed. Not that 
CG | 


4 

_ ion your conftantHeed 
theſe things ; but that I 

may not be wanting on my 

part, to mind and remind 

you of ſo important Conſide- 


rations, 


Confirmation. 


T is acknowledged by the | 
moſt confiderable Au- 

of the Reformation, as 

well as others, That the lay- 
ing on of bands, Heb. 6.2. 
does to the Rite of 
Confirmation. Some Pra» 
ftice like this was uſed a- 
mongſt the when they 
admartted Adults ivto their 


Syna- 


7 Rs __IR_ 


(35) 
Synagogues : to which that 

Mage in the Colſpel {rem 
o relate, Lauze 18. 15. where 
the '' Diſciples 'woul4” have 
hindred the little Children 
from being brought toChrilt. 
For it is not improbable, that 
they had in their Eye the 
Confirmatory Uſage in the 
Synagogues, to which none 
were admitted, before they 
were of age to undertake for 
themſelves. Our Sayiour, 
when he faith, T bus it becom- 
eh to fulfil all righteouſneſs, 
Matth.'3. 15. com ed 
no doubt the whole Ceremo- 


ny, that was then to be pal-. 


ſed upon him,in which ſeems 
ta be contain'd, Thes be of 
.- 1. Baptiſm. uf 
fered him, 


C 2 2, Cons 


(36) 
2. Confirmation, Whes 
he was baptized , he went up 
Praightway out of the water ; 
and lo, the Heavens were 0» 
pened unto hin, and he [aw the 
Spirit of God deſcending like 8 
Dove, and lighting upon him. 
Pl. 16. 

3. His Miſſion or Conſe- 
cration 7 his oy : Andlo, 
« voice from Heaven, ſaying, 
This i my beloved Son th LH 
T am well pleaſed. Thus hath 
Opratws againſt the Donatiſts, 
and Cyrit, Catech,3. interpre- 
ted this Paſſage. However, 
that Chriſt did not immedi- 
ately, or in perſon conſtitute 
this Rite, we muſt acknow- 
ledge. But on the other ſide, 
that it was eſtabliſhed by the 
,Apaſtles in the Authority of 

, rac 


| OFF . 
the Spirit of Chriſt, will as 
evidently appear. So that, 
as we oughrnor to givcirthe 
Tide of a Sacrament; n&i- 

| Ther ought we topay only an 

' ordinary regard to it, ſince. 

| Ir 18 ordained by him whom 

| Chri? has ſent. The extra- 
ordinary Signs thar were gi- 

ven at the firſt praftice of ir 

by the Apoſtles, have mage 
fome imagine, rhart it was: 

391 a temporary Ufuge, du- 

n1g tle power of Miracles; 

and rhat-no more was efett-* 
ed thereby than the oucward” 
and 'viſible Tokens-of rhe. 

Holy -Ghoſt, coming upon* 

them by the Gift of Tongues, 

Prophecy, or ſome other* + 

Sign or - Appearance: Bur, 

how wezk- rhis coece's is; 

C 3 Wilt; 


= 
will be ſeen from two or 
three Obſervations. 

x. In that very place, A#s 
8. where this power is menti- 
oned : - There is no exception 
of Age, Sex, or Profeſhon ; 
but all indifferently that had 
decn baptized, received the 
Haly Ghoſt by Impolition of 
Hands. So it is ſaid, 4. 
10. 47, when $. Peter Prea- 
chei] at Corme/ias's Houſe,the 
Holy Ghoſt fell upon all that 
were to be baptized, asa To- 
ken of their being kit for «t ; 
Verſe a8. . 


If the Cafe be thus, that: 


. the Holy Ghoſt fell oo all in- 
differently, and that all could 
not propheſie, all had not the 
Gift of Healing, or of 
Tongues, nay, that ll had 

not 


i 


C39) 
not a ſhare of any outward 
Gift: then certainly they , 
whom God ſeparated nor to 
any Office of the Church by 
ſome outward Gift for the 
Converſion or Edification of 
others, had only ſome out- 
ward ſhew paſſed upon them, .” 
for the greater evidence of 
the taward Gifts of the Spirit 

of Grace, Gratis gratum fact. 

(X15. 

2. That Paſſage, Hb. 6. 
2. places Zaying on of hands 
amongſt the firſt Principles- 
of rhe Doftrine of Chriſt, 
and as part of the Foundati- 
on-Work common to all thar 
come into the Church, as 
appears from Ferſe t. There- 
fore ſurely it imports more 
than a tempor ary external Att, 


and 
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4nd may at leaft, in ſome 
meaſure haverelation to theſe 
Words, Te were ſealed by that 
Holy Spirit of Prom*'ſe, Eph. 
t. 23; 
2: The univerſal and con- 
ſtant acknowledgment, and 
praftice of the Churches of 
God in all Apes, as-a con'e- 
quent Rite atter the. Saera- 
men: of Baptiſm, muſt-needs 
put it beyonJ diſpute with 
men of. tolerible modeſty. 
Tertal. d: Preſcript. adverſms 
Her. cap. 36. 1s very expreſs 
in the benefit, as well as 
ulage of it. Cyril, Optatus, 
Aug, Irene, Enſebins, T heo- 
avret,and many others,put it 
beyond diſpute. What: i? 
S, H eromne (ays it was in to; 
worem Sucerdvt 4? He does nu 

lay, 
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that, as the whole end 
the Inſtitution, but why it 
was appropriated to the Bis 


That Myron or Chriſms 
was uſed early in the Church 
muſt be acknowledged : bur 
it is as true that ihe never 
uſed it otherwiſe than 8 bare 
Ceremony , whatever the 
modern conceits of Rome in 
proſecution of her ſuperſtiti- 
ous methods have arrogated 
to the uſage of it. 
+, As the conſtant and due 
obſervation of this Rite has 
been ever carefully purſued 
under the belt times. ; and as 
for many ather reaſons, © 
particularly to avoid the: al- 
molt impraQticableneſs of it, 
repetitiop in this Point bas, 
ever 


w 


_— 
ever been forbidden ; fo has 
our Church, among other 
good Proviſions, . out of its 
reat and wile care, {o ors 
ered theexecution of ir,that 
without great inadvertency 
and careleſnels ir can neither 
be omitted , repeared, nor 
mils of the beſt ends ir could 
be improv'd to. - And this 
you may eaſily perceive from 
the DireCtions given to the 
ſeveral Perſons concerned in 
ir. As | 

1. To the Biſhop, who 1s 
od!iged by the fixtieth Cas 
non to make it one of his ſpe+ 
cial cares to conhrm all that 
ſhall be diſpoſed for it. 

2. Every Miniſter withig 
his Cure, 45 ſo to prepare the 
Youth by Catechizing and 

| other 


43 
other good Inftrutions, as 
that they may. be able duly 
to preſent them to the Bi- 
ſhop, whenever he calls up- 
on them. And for your bet-= 
ter DireCtion, pray conſider 
well the laſt words that you 
ſay at the end of the Office 
of publick Baptiſm ; but e- 
ſpecially the third and fourth 
Rubzick at the end of the 
ſhort Catechiſm, and Cer. 
G1. 

3. As it is the ſolemn ad- 
mittance of all men into the 
Communion of our Church, 
by their then taking upon 
themſelves their Baptiſmal 
Vow ; fo it is ordained that 
none ſhall be admitred to the 
Holy Communion until he 
be confirmed, or be may 
and, 
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and deſirous to be confirmed. 
As you have it in the Ru- 
brick at'the end of Confir- 
mation» And for that pur- 
poſe, in the Rubrick of Bap- 
tiſm for thoſe of riper years, 
ſuch are admonitſhed to take 
the firſt convenience of being 
confirm'd, that fo they may 
be admitted to rhe Holy 
Commumon. 


(45) 


V iſrtation of the Sick. 


His is an Office that cer- 
tainly carries in it not 

y the moſt grateful per- 
formances. to the nature of 
mankind, but the moſt ſui- 
table to the diſpenſation of 
the Goſpel, and him that 
Preached it. All the high- 
eſt Ats of Compaſſion are 
contained in it. For if we 
take it in its juſt Laritude, it 
has regard to the ſick in 
mimJ, as well-as body, to 
thoſe rhat are deſtitute, or 
diſtreſſed any way. 
D la 
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'In the proſecution of this 
- duty, -we ought to take our 
Bleffed Saviour's Example , 
who did not ſtay till he was 
called, neither remained 'in 
Hexve ntill the World ſhould 
' become worthy to receive 
'him, but came unſought for, 
Ts 
that 

fore Light ; that hated him, 
whilſt by the utmoſt praQi- 
ces of its malice upon him, 
he brought Salvation to-it. 
_— nothing leſs on 
an abſolute impoſſib 

- 'ſhould diſcourage us from 


this ; 
It is true, The viliting of 
the lick ſeems to be injoyned 


as a Chriſtian Duty all 
. that will obey the trut you 
I 


(47) 
if all are obliged to it, as aw 
doubt they are, it does not 
hinder, that there may not- 
lie a greater obligation upon 
ſome, than others. They 
to whom eſpecially the Cure 
of a particular number of 
Souls is committed , are ' 
doubtleſs under a higher ob- 
ligation to take care of thoſe 
Souls, than the reſt of Chri- 
ſtians; and they that are 
ſent, and have thereby a pow+ 
er of adminiſtring the great- 
eſt comfort, are more nearly 
- concerned, than othefs ; be- 
-ſades that our Calling and the 
Diſpenſations that belong to 
-it,are for the good of Chrilt's 
Body, which is the Church. 
' But to take this SubjeQt in 
- the narroweſt ſenſe, in re- 
D. 2. ſpeck; 
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fpeCt of thoſe that are fick : 
can there be a paw Chart 
ty than to help our Neigh- 
bour, when he is not able to 
help himſelf ? Can there be 
a more preffing occafion, 
than at a time that may prove 
the laſt opportunity of our 
Brother's receiving any good 
* at our hands * Can there be 
a time more hopeful tobring 
men to a juſt ſenſe of their 
duty, and the folly of their 
fins; than when all paſhons 
" arequieted, and the hopes of 
enjoyment mortified * Can 
any thing get us a better 
name and eſteem amongft 
men , and by conlequence 
gain a greater interelt: and 
power to do good upon 

them , than to endeavour to 
/ help 


"C497 * 
belp tboſe, that. are leaſt .a- 
ble to help themſelves, and 
extend our care and charita- 
ble attendance to the laſt. 
breath ? 

The ſixty ſeventh Canon 
gives a full diretion how to 
behave our ſelves it this . 
point, and the. Office con- 
tains asMmuch as the nature of 
the thing wontld allow of. 
For thereare lo many yarious 
calis may happen trom the 
Cifferent operations of Diſea- 
{es,and. diſquictnels of mind, 
that 1t- were» impoſiible + to 
provide - for all accidents. . 
Therefore the Canon allows 
the uſe of diſcretion, where 
the caſe requires it. That 
which conſtantly will need 
our canlideration,. is the dil-+ 
D: 3 penſing\, 


& 
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ling the ſeveral parts of 
Nis Office. For ſometimes 
Prayers are only required, 
fometimes the Commumon, 
ſometimes Abſolution. Now 
for the diſcouraging cf the 
fick perſoo, if it ſhould 
leaſe God to reſtore him to 
iis health again, and for a 
warning to others, the two 
laft ſhould not be adminr- 
ſtred without ſtrong tokens 
of Repentance, if hakes been 
a careleſs liver, and ſome 
earneſt importunities cn the 
fick man's fide, and a re- 


Iuftancy and difficulty on: 


ours. 


But you will fay, If a; 


Perſon be Excommunicated; 
how ſhall I diſcharge this 


gduty to him, fo far as to 
make 


— — 


051) | 
make him capable of Chri- 
ftian. Burial? The fixt) 
_ Canon plainly di- 
retts you in all but one caſe, 
when it ſays, Chriſtian Bu- 
rial ſhall not be refuſed, ex- 
cept the party dectaſed were d*- 
nounced excommunicated ma- 
jori excommunicatione,for ſome 
grievens ana notorious Crime, 
No doubt then ſpiritual com- 
fort cannot be refuſed to ſuch 
as Chriſtian -Buriat is allow- 
ed. But even in this caſe 
of the greateſt Excommuni- 
on, I make no queſtion , 
but: at the hour of Death, 
if the perfon ſeem heartily 
—_ reconciliation, and 
to. be ſinking under the bur- 
den of deſpair, Abſolution 
may be adminiſtred to hint : 

| which 
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which will have its effe&t 
in foro interno, according to 
God's acceptance, and his 
own ſincerity : tho the ſens 
tence fori externi. be not 
thereby releaſed. For the 
Jon Of max # come to ſave 
that which was lot, Mat. 
18.11. 

This I think 1s moſt” of 
what was diſcourſed.: and: 
2: diligent praftice of it, 
with our other Dutics, is, 
that we muſt reconcile us 
te God and Man, and give 
us temporal,” as well as 
ternal peace. I have, 
bleſs God, no reaſon in t 
general to miſtruſt. your. 
care. And therefore with 
my hearty prayer, that the 

Joly Spirit. may ever reſt 
4 upon . | 


(53) 
ypon. you, +7 work more 
and more in you, for the 
edification and increaſe of 
Chriſt's Flock : I remain, 


Your Aﬀettionate 
| Friend and Brother, 
Fautham, H. LONDON, 
1682. 


T he Biſhop of London's 
Fourth Letter. 


Go-d Brother, 
Do acknowledge that I 
am-bound to lay my ſelf 
out in any thing chat 
may conduce 'to your 
Aſſiſtance, for _—_— on 
that Great — W = 
yes upon you, of the cure 
7 F Souls 


g— 
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Souls. But when I refle& 
upon the cheerful concur- 
rence I met with in thoſe 
endeavours I have hitherto 
uſed for the promoting that 
Unanimity,which is the Life 
and Strength of your per- 
formance, and Cements and 
Embodies your whole pro- 
ceeding to a laſting ſtrength : 
I cannot, but with a moſt ' 
thankful Heart to God, re- 
joyce-in that juſt diſpoſition, 
with which, by his Gra 

he has filfd your honeſt , 
Mind. That therefore 'T 

may never be wanting, and 
that this Repetition of what 
you were my Councellour in 
the laft year, may the more 
quicken you todo your dnty 
in thoſe things, which you . 

| 
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"did then ſo readily conſenc 
and adviſe to: Take your 
own and my ſenſe, ſo ncar 
as I Can recolleCt it, concern- 
ing the Subject of our laſt 
conference, 


— 
— 
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"Opon Canon 54. 


He Title and Subſtance 
wo = Goren is, The 
es reachers re 

Conformity, #0 be woid. T5 
to compleat the expeCtation 
of the Church in matters of 
this nature : We muſt look 
to Canon 38. which ordains 
That Obftinate Revolters ofe 
ter Subſcription, are to be de- 
por'd from the Miniſtry, The 
rea- 


no 
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reaſon of theſe Severitics, 
proceeds from the abſolute 
neceflity of berping wp DE 
cipline 4 the God. 
For Nature, the Conſtituti- 
on of the World, ience 
in the ſubſiſtence and ſucceſs 
of things, teach us, that the 
Maker of all things is a God 
of Order, and hates Confu- 
ſion. Therefore is the Church 
of Chriſt likened to a Build- 
which conſiſts - in 'an 
i y diſpoſing of different 
Materials into one Strufture. 
I will Build my Church, ſays 
our Saviour, Mat. 16. 18. Tou 
alſo ere Built together, &c. 
Eph. 2. 2. St. Paul writing | 
to the Schiſmatical Separa- 
tiſts of Corivth, As « wiſe Ma- 
 fter Builder, I have liid the 
Foug- 


(57) 
Foxnaation, 1 Cor. 3.10. Te 
are Gods Building, 1 Cor, 3. 
9. In whom all th: Building 
fitl fram'd, Eph. 2. 21, And 
is in many other places. 'It 
.Js alſo expreſs'd as a Body; 
See 1 Cor.r2.. how the Apo- 
ſtle adapts the Conſtitution 
and Frame of the Natural 
Body, to that of the Church, 
,and concludes, verſ, a9. Te 
.ave the Bady of Chirſt.—— For 
the edifyin; the Body of 
Chriſt, Ephcl4.12. and verl. 
16, The whole Body fitly joyn'd 
together, &c. make: h incrtaſe 
of the Badg. From whb'ch the 
Brdy by TJornts and Bangs, 
Col. 2.19,” Fir his Body's 
ſake, which « the Church,Cel. 
1.24. There are many more 
, expreſſions of this kind ; bur 
E [% 
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1 mention theſe eſpecially, to 
ſhew after what manner we 
are Embody'd, and to what 
end, Sometimes it is called 
a Kingdom, which is a Body 
Politick, under one Head + 
The Goſpel of the Kingdom, 
Mat. 4.23. 1 appoint you a 
Kingdom, Luke 22.29. And 
ſo in divers other Portions of 


Scri But to let us un- 
d how neceſſarily the 
utmoſt Rigour of Di 


ing 
is to be obſerv'd in a Chri- 
ſtian, we are moſt truly re- 
preſented $0 be in a ſtate of 
War , contin encoun- 
tring the Fleſh, the World, 
and the Devil, at the Peril 
of an Everlaſting Death : 
And therefore he ſays, P«t 
on the Armour of Light,Rom. 
13.12, 
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3.12. Put on the whole Ars 
movur of God, Eph. 6. 11. Now 
we know under what ſevere 
Penalties almoſt the leaſt 
fault is forbid by Martial 
Law, and how ſtriftly it is 
Executed, not from the 
roughneſs of the Profeſſion, 
but the Nicety of the Caſe ; ; 
where every little diſorder, 
or diſobedience to commagd, 
always gives advantageta a 
watchful Enemy, and many 
times endangers a total over- 
throw. We are therefore to 
conſider what is expeted 
from us, for the fitting our 
ſelves to this poſture, that 
we may be able to ſtand in 
the day of tryal. 

1. The firſt thing we are 
to do, is: ſo well to. diſpoſe 
E 2. Out. 
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our ſelves, by an humble 
and peaceable Mind, that 
in the Church ' where it 
has pleas'd God to place us, 
In what Fac ſoever, there- 
with to be content: To ftn- 
dy to be quitt and mind our 
ovn buſineſs: And to yield 
a hearty, willing and tho- 
row Conformity to the Rules 
we are under, For if nothing 
be ordain'd contrary to the 
expreſs Will of God: Every 
Ordinance of Man is to be ſub- 
mitted to for the Lords ſake, 
1 Pet. 2. 13. Tothis end, the 
ewo Atts of Uniformity 
ought to be ſtriftly read, and 
Oblerved by us. -As alfothe 
Conſtitutions 2nd © Canons 
Ecctehaltical, Azzo 1607, 
with the Rubricks to the {& 
jr” veral. 


(6r)) 


veral Offices in the Liturgy ; * 


taking great heed at the ſame 
time to our Dottrin, by ha- 
ving a ſpecial regard to the 
39 Articles, as expounded in 
the Books of Homilies. That 
neither in word nor deed we 
may hurt, or offend the 


Church we lerve 1a. 


What leſs can we think -- 


our ſelves obliged to; when 


we conlider in what manner : 


St. Pas! conjures the Corine - 


thitns? Ch 1. 10. NowTte. 
feech you, Brethren, by the 
Name of our Lord TFeſns 
Chriſt that ye all ſpeat the ſame 
thing, and that there-be mo di- 


viſons (or Scthiſms) among yew - 


But that you be perfetty joywd 
together in the ſame mind, and 


and in the" fame TFudgmente, 
mh E 3, And, 


. 
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And, It us walk by the ſame 
Rule, let ws mind the ſame 
thing, Phil. 3. 16. Let al 
things be done dectntly and in 
oraer, 1 Cor.- 14. 40. Surely 
aſter this we may. ſafely con- 
clude, that whoſoever tranſ- 
greſles the Rule upon a leſs 
account, then obedience ro 
the expreſs Will of God, or 
ſball teach men ſo; he ſhall be 
calPd the lea in the Kingdom 
of He awen. 

We are not here to under- 
ſtand every breach of the 
Rule, to lye under this guilt, 


but ſuch as are con mitted 


wilfully, or out of ſupine 
negligence. Neither necd 
wethink it a neglect of Du- 
ty in thoſe things, which by 
an. Univerſal omiſſion, the 
| lileace 
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ſilence of our Superiours 8i- 
ving way to it, lye under a 
tacire conſent of Abrogation, 
or: Suſpenſion at leaſt; Nor 
are we to think it a ſmall 
matter, the leaving theſe 
things undcne ; becau'e it 15 
of.greater immediate duty to 
obſerve the weighticr mat-. 
ters of the Law. I ſay imme- 
diate, inalmuch as the conſe- 
quence in the omiſſion of lef- 
{cr matters, m.ay occalionally 
and too - freequently © does. , 
prove more fatal to the peace | 
of the-- Church, and ' Mens 
Conſciences, then the ovher. 

2, In the next place, we 
arc to conlider our ſelves in 
the State of Church Diſci. 
pline, as Watchmen and 

. Shepherds 


(64) 
Shepherds to guard and ſe. 
cure our Flocks. We muſt 
for this Reaſon, not only ſee 
that we our ſelves, but be 
carefull that others do not 
oftend rhoſe that ir. a ſpecial 
manner belong to us. We 
mult drive away all errone-. 
ous Dottrines, and avoid dif- 
arderly Walkers. We muſt 
drive away the bold Wolves, 
the liccle Foxes, and all Beaſts 
of Prey, as we will otherwiſe 
anſwer - for. the care com- 
mitted unto us, 

If any come upon us, or 
oout from among us, and 
iſcover the Savageneſs of 

their natures, by not being 
content to forlake and re- 
nounce Order themſelves, 

but 
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but teach and encourage 
men io to do; theſe are Beals 
of Prey. And it is cone of the 
t advantages God» has 
ftowed upon us, in that 
promile to his Church, 7/a. 
49, 23. Kings ſball be thy nur- 
fing Fathers, and Queens thy 
nurſing Mothers, That all of- 
fenſive and diſorderly Wal- 
kers may by their ProteQtion 
and coercive Power, cither 
be reduc'd, or ſ{ecur'd from 
harming of us, Fer there is 
no preterce of Perſecution 
tn this, no more than if a Man 
ſhould (© call a juſt Convice 
tion for an Attion of Battery : 
B. cruſe he is Self-condtmned, 
Tit. 2. 11.and is not puniſh- 
ed' for his Opicion, but = 
1% 
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his diſorderly aQting upon 
that Opinion. Such was Di- 
otrephes, who loved to have the 
prebeminence, 3 Joh. 9 IO. 
Andif you ſhould paſs over 
the Deeds which ſuch Men do ; 
you would be the Betrayers 
and Murderers of yourFlocks. 
Like #he Horeling, who-fletth, 
or litteth ſtill, ”hex be [ces the 
Wolf cominz, Joh. 10. 13. 

There is another ſort of 
diſorderly Walkers who ſtill 
keep amongſt us, of whom [ 
may lay in the Apoſtles 
Words, Ibhave told you before 
and wow tell you even Weeping, 
that by a baſe compliance and | 
a ſervile Aw of the moſt 
Blameworthy of their Flock, 
they diſcover ſo cowardly a 
temper, 


| (9) | 

temper, and unſutable to 
thatChriſtian courage, which 
ſhould place them above the 
fear of Men; that they be- 
come the E nemies of the Croſs 
of Chriſt. Such Men ſhould 
not be ſuffered to herd with 
us, but ought to be avoided 
as infeftious Creatures. 
Mark them which cauſe diviſe- 
ons and offences, contrary fo 
'the Doftrine which ye learnt, 
and avoid them, Rom. 16, 
17. Such Wretches lye un- 
der a complication of diſea- 
ſes; being difobedient , 
through omiſhon of their 
Duty ; Traitors,mn not Faith- 
fully diſcharging the truſt 
committed to them ; dif- 
orderly, in not Walking ac- 
cording 


— = 
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cording to -the Rule ; per- 
jur'd, in breaking their Oath 
of Canonical obedience, and 
that of Supremacy ; injuri- 
ous to their Brethren and 
the whole Church, by che- 
riſhing the unruly expeCtati- 
ons of the People ; and are 
ſo many ways Unfaithſul, 


that had they any ſence of 


nn. ages the conſequent 
words of St. Pa»! mutt needs 
make. them aſham'd, and 
confounded. For they that 


"are ſuch, ſrrve not the Lord” 


"Teſus Chriſt , b»s their own 
* Belly. 1$. Or as it is in a- 
*nother place, Whoſe end 55 
deftruftion, whoſe God « thoir 
Belly, and whoſe Glory is in 
their ſhame, mh? mind Earth- 


ly thinfy, Phil. 3. 19 


| 
, 


| 
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In ſhort, do but mark the 


careful admonirion againſt all 


ams:ia or GOiforder in the 


Church. Wars them that are 


weruly, 1 Thel. 5. 14. Now we 
command you Brethren, in the 
name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
that ye withdraw you ſelves from 
every Brother that walks diſor- 
derly, 2 Thef. 3. 6. And then 
nth with what pleaſure that 
5vratia or good order is men- 
tioned z For 1 though abſent is 
the Fleſb, net am with you is 
the Spirit, joying and beholding 
meif1y vu], your order, Col. 2. 5. 
This word ſhould be writrerr int 
the Forchead as well ay Heart 
of every Chriſtian, but cfpect- 
ally of che- Clergy, as Pitate's 
iptiort uport the Croſs, in 

F Hebrew, 
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— Hebrew, Greek and Latine, 
that from Eaſt to Weſt, : 

throughout the World, the Glo- 
ry of our Chriſtian conſent 
might be underſtood. 


CI 


You may remember upon 
the recommending a Hearty & 
Serious pronunciation of the 
Divine Service, it-was thought 
very adviſeable and reaſonable 
to forbear long and expatiati 
Prayers before Sermon :. Lef 
either we ſhould be thought 
- our ſelves to eſteem the Pub- 
lick Offices deficient, or give 
Occaſion to others to be of 
that - Opinion, Upon which 
Occaſion was mention'd Mr. 
Seymonrs little Treatiſe of Pub- 
lick ſet Forms of Prayer, Then 

likewiſe 
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likewiſe were recommended for 
your People to read, Mr: .4/- 
ſen's little Books, viz 4 Per 
ſuafroe to Peace and Onity. A 
$riow and Friendly Addreſs 
to the Nonconformiſts, The dans 
ger of Enthufiaſm. And 1 thall 
now add his Book call'd Carho- 
liziſm. As alſo Mr. Lamb's two 
Books, viz. A ſtop to the Courſe 
of Separation: And a freſh 
fait againſt Independency. And 
this 1” not onl for their 
brevity, Vilky afe they are 
written by. Laymen. And ſuch 
whoſe expreſſions are fo fair, 
and their integrity and man« 
ner» of-living fo well known in 
in tho City : That it were im- 
poſſible to propoſe more un- 
exceptionable, either- asto tie 

F. 2 Style 
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Style or Authors. I then wiſhed 
you, as I ſtill do, to Read the 
Canons to your C 10n 
once a —_ as it "I in 
the Kings Confirmation ofthent : 
And that ſuch Atts orProcla- 
mations as have- beer; appoint- 
cd tobe Read upon the thir- 
tycth of January, the nine and 
twentieth of May, and fifth of 
November, might- be for the 

Ui, rc uy VP 
eurging necellity of Per- 
ſecution nor into order. 
Bur in times of Proſperity, 
there is great danger of falling 
aſleep : Eſpecially in ours, 
wherethe corruption of the Age 
makes unrulineſs paſs for a vir- 
tue. And yet the Cenforious 
humour which it produces, isa 
ſtrong 
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ſtrong motive on the other 


hand, where-. any ſparks. of 
Wiſdom or common prudence 
remain, to obſerve a very 


{trift and cloſe Order in our, 


own Defence. Take away then 
the Glory of. ordaining Rules, 
by that which is of infinitely 
more value;. the obſervation of 
them. And lect not the great 


and painful care of the- Fathers - 


of- the Primitive Church, 
both by Private endeavors, and 
in Councels, riſe upin Judgment 
againſt us,., for deſtroyugg thi 
Diſcipline by-d:forder and neg- 
lea, which atthe peril of their 
Lives many times, they upheld 
for the preſervation of Chriſts 
Body, which is che Church. 
I; pray God ſtrengthen your 
F 


3 Heart; 


oY 
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Heart with a courage ſuit- 
able for the times we live 
in, and every way enable you 


__ the juſt expeQations. 


Tour Aﬀetionate 
Friend and Brother, 


H.. London. 


Falbam, April 6. 1682, 
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THE 


LORD BISHOP 
O F 


LONDON'S 


FIFTH LETTER 
TO. THE 
Clergy of his Dioceſs, 1684; 


Good Brother, 


E Care and Diligence 
- which the pervericneſs 
of this World does exact of us 


F 4 to 
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to keep the Flock of Chriſt in 
any tolerable good order, is fo 
inceſſant, as well as great; That 
all occaſions of incitement ro 
our Duty, are but too little for 
the - mightineſs of the Work, 
Yet ſtill there is a bleſſing goes 
along with honeſt endeavours, 
and God will not require more 


of us than what we-can do, by 


the meaſure of that-grace and 
ſueceſs he gives us. That part -of 
your Duty which 1 ſhall now 
inſiſt upon, is, 


Canon CXPIll. 


I did not pitch upon this Ca- 
non, for the Subje&t of our laſt 
conference, with an interit-to 
preſs the-whole Obſervation of 
by & It, 


j 
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it, otherwiſe than to introduce 
the conſideration of that Pre- 
ſenatment in particular, which 
relates to the Holy Communion. 
As anentire obedience to the 
Conſtitutions of any Govern- 
ment is abſolutely neceſlary, 
both upon account of the ſuc- 
ceſs, which the mutual aſſiſtance 
one Law affords another, can 
only carry on, and the honour 
and reputation of them andtheir 
Maker. Whoſoever ſhall keep 
the whole Law, and yet offend in 
one point, he us guilty of a8. For 
he that ſaid, &c. Jam. 2, 10,11. 
ſo is a - Coercive Diſcipline to 
bend our ſtubborn humours ro 
that compliance which is requi- 
ſite. Bur chat which will moſt 
contribwte to the juſtifying a 
what 


(78) 
whatT am now to preſs,will be 
an impartial preſentment of all 
forts of Recuſants, and all Pro- 
phane and Dzbauched Perſons, 
that the excuſing of one kind 
of fin, may not raiſe a clamo- 
rous pretence for palling by 


another. And you would do well* 


to obſerve that the Miniſter is 
by this Canon enjoyned to pre- 
ſent as well as his Church-War- 
dens, 9:. 


A meaſure - more for the 


Honour and Service of the 


Goſpel, and more ſuitable to the 
great wiſdom of a Nurſing Fa- 
ther could not have been taken, 
than aſſerting rhe obſervation 
of this Bleſſed Sacrament, where- 
ia the whole Myſtery and Be- 


nefit of the New Covenant is- 


contained, 


-- 


.- 99 
contained. There may be, and 
are certainly, many other parti« 
*<ulars,the obſervation of which, 
if they were more ſtritly en- 
joyned, would conduce much 
to Peace and Conformity in 
the Church, and will no doubt 
in time be thought on. But 
what could be more ſuitable 
tothe Majeſty of a Prince to be- 
gin with, than that in which 
the Majeſty of Gods wonder- 
ful . diſpenſation of the Goſpel 
is ſcated-? 

You are not to wonder 
when you meet with a loud 
outcry upon the legal preſling 
of this duty, -if you do but 
look back to the late times, and 
conſider what a diſmal confuſi- 
on and waſt the _—— 


( Vo.) 


of Men were then left in, for | 


want of having been inſtructed 
in the plan and true Princi- 

es of Chriſtian Religion, be» 
ang Deceived and Deluded, by 
Canting and Obſcure Notions, 
which left them ſo bewildred, 
that every true Call, is tothem 
2 Voice out of the Clonds and 
Alike the Children of Irael, They 
defire to bear it no more. For it is 
a beloved Wilderneſs, where the 
Dodrine of img others, 
and obſerving no order them 
ſelves is the whole Catechidm, 
But you -are to conſider what 
is good and neceſiary, not what 
is pl tho the more' you 
love, the I:fs you are beloved. 
He muſt be & very indiftereny 
Cluiſtian, thatcan think rea- 


ſonable 
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ſonable to let People thus ſet- 
tle upon the fowleſt Lees. If a 
Heathen, a Jew, or a Mahoma-» 
tan live amongſt us, we muſt 
firſt perſwade him to enter in- 
to Covenant, before we require 
him to obey the Laws of it: 
But when a Man will declare 
himſelf a Chriſtian, and yet 
violate the moſt Sacred Inſti- 
tutions of it, he is /e/f condem- 
wed, becauſe he has put himſelf 
under the power of that to 
which he will not conform. 
Patience and forbearance, in- 
treaty and gentlencſs ought to 
be aſd. an when that will not 
do, ſeverer applications are to 
be made, eſpecially in ſo efſen- 
tial a point, by which the Lord 
himſelf was made known to his 

9. Diſciples, 
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Diſciples, Luke 24. 75. that if - 


by any means. The Spirit may 
be ſaved in the day of the Lord, 
If theſe men were not ſtran- 
gers to the conſtant and uni- 
verſal praftice of Chriſtendom, 
and ſ6 miſerably ſeduced out 
of their ſenſe and reaſon ; they 
would eaſily acknowledge the 
juſtice of expeRing a confor- 
mity in this matter, and would 
be aſhamed any longer ſo fool- 
iſhly to fight the battle of the 
aliens. Would they but conſult 
the Ninth Canon of the Apo- 
ſtles, but eſpecially'the Second 
of the Councel of Antioch they 
would find, that no Man came 
to Publick Prayers, but, under 
pain of being turned out of the 
Church, was likewiſe to re- 
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ceive the Sacrament : And who- 
ever had incurred that Penalty, 
was not to be received again 
into the” Congregation, with- 
out doing publick Penance, 
Let them but look into the 
Diſcipline of the Reformed 
Churches, and all others that 
are, or ever were, and fee if- 
there be not a Catholick con- 
fent in this particular. What 
can we fay then leſs of fuch un. 
happy Men, who either {cr 
want of true knowledge, or 

from the inſolence of a private 

Spirit, will pretend ro wezr a 

Wedding Garment, and yet not 

go ro the Feaſt : But as St. Paul 

laid of the Jews-----T hey pleaſe 

not God; and are contrary to all 

Men ? 


G 2 The 


| (84) 
The Care our Church has ta- 
ken for the Obſervation of 
this Holy Sacrament, is, Firſt, 
That you give notice of every 
Communion in the Congregatt- 
on theLord's day before,Can.22, 
Secondly, That you admit no 
Scandalous and Notorious fin- 
ner, leſt the ſolemnity be evil 
ſpoken of, Can. 26. Thirdly, 
That no Schiſmaticks anddif- 
orderly walkers be ſuffered to 
Communicate, leſt the breach 
of the publick Peace of the 
Church, which is ſo great a fin, 
ſhould be thought none at all, 
Can. 27. Fourthly and Laſtly, 
That notice be taken whether 
all the Pariſh receives, and 
that none of another Pariſh be 
al'owed to Communicate with 
you,, 


« 
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you, Can. 28. Which Canon 
was - certainly ordained upon 
moſt uſetul and weighty rea- 
ſons. For you otherwiſe hurt 
the Diſcipline and good Order 
of the Church, by iavading the 
right of his proper Minutter. 
You know not bur. that you 
may admit of Profligare and 
unruly perſons, and thus take 
ſpots into your Feaſts, to your 
own ſhame and the Scandal of 
others. You may unawares re- 
ceive Hereticks aad FExcom- 
municated Perſons, and ſogric- 
vouſly wound the very Vital 
Parts of the Churches body Hu 
ving thus in fhori lard the rules 

befmre yeu in the diſcharge | 
of your- dury tyyarde vor 
Flock : 1{ake wine yo 


_ 
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doin caſe of refraQtorineſs from 
the words of Can, 112. The 
Miniſter, &c. of every Parochial 
Church or Chappel ſhall every 
Tear within Forty days after Ea- 
ſter, give inthe Names and Sur- 
names of all of each Sex, 
within his Pariſh, who being 
above the aye of Sixteen Tears, 
have not come to the Holy Com- 
munion that Ealter. 

Afﬀcer all, there is a Chriſti- 
an temper to be uſed in theſe 
performances. Of ſome have 
ccmpaſſion, making a difference ;; 
and others ſave with fear, pul- 
ling them out of the fire, Jud. 
22, 23, For tho we cannot ſee 
into the Hearts of Men, ſo asto 
diſcernrhe ſincerity of cach Per- 
fon, yet there will be much 
diſcovery 
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diſcovery by outward behavis 
our, that we may cafily judge 
of. It a Man obſtinately aflert 
and-inſtruct others againſt the 
rule, it a Man be wiltul and 
ftroward, if he give ill lan- 
guage, or makeule of his Non- 
contormity for a Cloke -of Se- 
dition, and the like ; ſurely 
none will ſay, but fear is the 
beſt argument againſt ſuch. On 
the other fide, 1t a quiet behchþ 
viour towards the publick, and 
in private converſation, appear 
in any of theſe Men, all gentle- 
neſs is to be uſed, but ſo as nei- 
ther the one nor other ſort be 
left unattempted by means and 
in manner ſuitable. 
Such a ſpirit then ought to 
appear in you, as that nothing 
G ſee 
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feem to be done out of Malice, 
Revenge or Enmity, but whar- 
ever remedy you find'needful, 
or- your duty to apply, that 
you do it nor as a tormenter, 
but as a good Phyſician, who 
may give bitter Potions and 


” diſagreeable to the Palate for 


Gving the Man ; who if not 
ſenſible 'of his. own illneſs, it 
renders his caſe more deſperate, 
and may require ſeverer Mec- 
dicines. The Chirurgion when 
\ he Cauteriſes, Lances, or Cuts 
off a Limb, does it for the 

of him he thus uſes: A 
Furnace of Aﬀitzon may be 
applyed, tho Fire and Fagor 
be unlawtul. Whatever you 
do, I-t the ſpirit of love and 
ſobriety direRt you 1a it; thus 
you; 
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you cannot eaſily corre 2« 
miſs. For a Miniſter . of the 
Goſpel ought not to at with- 
out fear or wit- 

One great work there is til 
todo in order ro make our at- 
tempts ſucceſsful, and that is to 
walk uprigihtly our ſelves, 
However bie Juty 15 incuin- 
bent upon them, and that the 
unworthineſs of the Miniſter 
be no juſt excuſe fox their for- 
bearance, yet by the ſubtilty of 
the Devil, and the deceivable- 
neſs - of Luſts, ſuch objections 
will periwade Men to abhor the 
Offerings of the Lord.. There« 
fore as in Religion we cannot: 
expect & bleſſing upon our en=- 
deavours,unleſs we pleaſe God, 
ſo neither in prudence may we 


hope. 


Wh 

to  unles we 
Mt Cenſeitne. void of of- 
fence towards Man. Pray then 
—_—y for the © Aſſiſtance 
of s Holy Spirit, and 
in your Prayers, 1 beſeech you, 
forget nor. 


Tour aſſured Friend 
and Brother 


H. London. 


1684, 


Good 
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Good Brother, 
O-U ſee with. what Diffi. 
culty we perſuade Chriſti- 
ans to'do that, of which in for- 
mer Ages, and in moſt Churches, 
except ours, at this Day, it is 
counted the ſevereſt Penance to 
be debarr'd. Sothat either ſome 
new Goſpel is crept in — 
us, or elſe we = ſhamef 
perverted the Old One. To fn 
we defire tobe at Union, and 
yet refuſe that Bread which Sa- 
cramentally makes us ſo; to 
lay we expett to ke of the 
Benefits of Chriſt's Body and 
Blood, and yet reject the Com- 
munion of them; to 
the end, and avoid the means, 
is ſuch apiece of Contradi&tion, 


that we arenot to wonder at any 
Abſurdity 
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Abſurdity after this. If it be 
poſſible then, let us uſe all our 
Endeavours to recover the Peo- 
ple from ſo Fatal a miſtake, and 
the Reputation of our Church 
from ſo foul a Reproach. See: 
that your Church- Wardens do 
their Duties in this particular ; 
which if they be men of Con» 
feience they cannot refuſe. And 
I muſt deſire your Hand to the 
Truth of what they preſent. 
And I pray read this to your 
Gongregation at Morning and 
Evening Service ; that it may 
not be pretended, that timely 
Notice was not given, -to pre- 
vent an Eaſter Preſentment. 


Fulham March 19. 108 4- 
H. London 
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THE 


LORD BISHOP 


OF 


LONDONS 


SIXZSTH LETTER 
S | JG-AWA 
Cleigy of his Diocefs, 1685. 


Good Brother, 
q_—_ been the more careful 
t- to you the Sub- 


= ay Conference we 
held 


—_— p——_— 
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held the laſt Year; becauſe 
wilt be impoſſible for nm: this 
Year to appointa time of Meet- 
ing ;tho I have reaſon to hope, I 
ſhall not wholly be detain'd 
from you, However,l wiſh your 


whole two Years intent upon a 


Reformation in this particular, 
may be abiebut in ſome meaſure 
to recover our decay'd Diſct 
Pline. 


Canon XIIT. 


It"is not only ordained in 
this Cans thar Sundays and 
other Holydays ſhall be obſer- 
ved, as they are appointed b 
the Church ; and in the 64th 
Ty + 41m mo Curates 

Il bid Holydays under pain 
of Cenſure; but from the 

begunnng 
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beginning of the Reformation 
it has been enjoyn'd to do the 
like, as may be ſeen in the 
- Injunftions of Edward the 
6:6, 1547: and in thoſe of 
Queen Eliz. 1559. 2s likewiſe 
the firſt of Eliz. Sef. 4, and E 
where the Archbifhops ang 
Biſhops are in God's Nam 
earneſtly ired, &c, Sg 
that in this caſe there is a Ru! 
for us to walk by; and there. 
fore it was worth our confi, 
deration 'to examine, Firſt, 
Why » And Secondly, How we 

ſhould follow it 2 
Firſt, The Inducement to 
this performance, is grounded 
uponAuthority ſufhci-nt ro pres 
vail with any meek anc quiet 
Spirit to acquieſce, and toſtop” 
po 7; H. 2. the. 
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the Mouths of thoſe that arg 
otherwiſe: For if there be no 
harm-in the PraQtice the Au- 
thority of the Church under 
whoſe immediate Diſcipline 
we live, is a ſufficient ground 
for our Conformity : But we 
have the Churches Pradtice 
from the beginning. lt is true 
indeed, for the firſt three  hun- 
dred years it does not appear, 
that there were more days ob- 
ſery'd, than the Lord's Day, 
Eaſter, Aſcenfion, Whitſunday 
and Chriſtmas-day; this laſt 
ſeeming not of quite ſo ancient 
Obſervation as the for- 
mer ; thoy' we. are toid by 
the Emperor Genftantime, in a 
Letter recorded by Socrates, 
that Good Friday was ap- 

| pointed 


| 
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pointed by the Lord himfelf- 
But this ought to' be no Ot» 
jection agankt the Addition 
of a few more in after Ages : 
For whenthe Church was at caſe, 


Chriſtians wereamore frequently. 


called from their Deyotion to 
the buſineſs of the World; which 
would certainly ſwallow up the 
whole Man, were not fet and 
appointed times .ordain'd for 
ſerving God, and calling to, 
mind the. wonderful things that 
he has. done for us. In- tunes. 
of Perſecution every day was a 
Hehyday, and every. hour the 
Example of fome blefled Mar- 
tyr paſs'd betore Mens Eyes. 
the Memory of which again 
was refreſh'd when they AC. 
ſembled at the Martyria; but 
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fo proſperous days all theſe 
things would-be- forgot, were 
not the Fundamental Diſpenſa- 
tions of our Religion, and the 
great Examples of the bleſſed. 
Apoſtles every Year- in- their 
turns ſet before us. 

And therefore if Authority 
were wanting; the reaſonable-. 
neſs of the Praftice would in- 
duce us to it. Not to urge the- 
Morality of -the 4#b. Com- 
mandment, can we imagine a: 
more eftc&tual way of Im- 
- printing the Remembrance of 
the great Myſteries of curReli-. 
gion in the Minds. of” Men,. 
and to convince them, that it is. 
in the power-of Man, fo far to, 
come up to the Merits of them, 
as.the Goſpel under.the _ 


—» — 
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hle acceptance of God, exats 
at our Hands, then by ſetting: 
apart ſolemn times for the 
Remembrance of thoſe great 
Mercies the Goſpel has dif- 

to us, ' and by ſetting, 
forth the power of G:d's Spt- 
rit in the Example of the holy 
Apollles, who were Men of like 
infirmity with our ſelves : But 
when we - conſider the Benjg-- 
nity of his Wiſdom, which 
has ſo diſpoſed the courſe of 
the World, that what in Du- 
ty and Gratitude towards . our 
Maker, we are bound to do,. 
falls out tobe the indiſpenſible. 


" ſupport of Humane Nature : 


We can never. deſpiſe the Ob- 
ſervation of days, as it is con» 
Gſtcat with Chriſtian Liberty; 
| but. 
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but" -we muſt at the fame 
time, in our Hearts deſpiſe 
Religion it felf: For to allow of 
#time of Refreſhment for the 
wearied Limbs of the Labou-' 
rer, and a Relaxation to the 
Man of Buſineſs ; and not to 
make uſe of that Occafion to 
ſtir up to Spiritual Exerciſe, 
were to. level us with the Beaſts 
that periſh. Plats de Legibuy 
Eib. 2. ſays very well to this. 
purpoſe ; The Gods in pity ts: 
the Miſerable Staie of Finmane 
Nature have appointed Holy- 
day for their. own FHoner, in 
which Men may reſt from their- 
Labour. 

- The Petrobruſian Herefre flat- 
ters it ſelf with ewo- or three 
Texts of Scripture, that make 


nothing 
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nothing to their purpoſe, when 
duly © conſidered, Colofſ. 2. 16. 
Let na man judge you in Meat 
or i» Drink, or inreſpett of an 
Holyday. It follows, or of the 
New-Moon, er of the Sabbaths. 
Which plainly ſhews, that it 
refers to the Weakneſs of the 

izing Chriſtians. Gal. 4. 10, 
11. 7e obſerve days, and months, 
and times,and years ,I am afraid 
of you, leſt T have beftowed upon 


you Labour in vain. The whole: 


Epilile refersto Judaizing, Rows. 
$4. 5- One Man efteems one day. 
4 another; another eſteemeth- 
every day alike ; That is, one 
Man is ſuperſtitious upon-the 
Holineſs of- a Day ; another 
reckons all alike, and that ac-. 
cording to the true Rule of, 

Chriſtian, 
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Chriſtian Liberty ; the' day is 
not in it ſelf ſantified by a Re 
ligious Obſervation, but only 
he who obſerves it, the day 
being but a mark of theappoin« 
ted time. For by the Scriptures 
flence in this particular, it is 
plain that the choice of Feſti- 
vals was left to the Church, 
which may determine what _ 
days ſhe pleaſes, and alter 
them at will. And therefore 
as the ſated times in the Jew- 
iþ Church were ſaaQtify'd by 
Gods appointment, and did for” 
that reaſon bind upthe Conſci-- 
ence to a preciſe obſervation of 
them : So becauſe they that 
are under the Chriſtian Oeco- 
nomy are leftro mans diſcrerti-' 
on, they do no otherwiſe con- 

L ccrn. 
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cern the Conſcience, than in 
regard of Scandal and Con-« 
tempt of Authority. Zeſt the 
wrcertainty of Teoples meeting 

prove prejudicial to the 
Faith in Chriſt, particular days 
were ſet apart for Chriſtian 
Aſſemblies ; not that there u any 
excelency in the day it ſelf, on 
which we come together, ſays 
Saint #Hierome upon the Ge 
batians. 


- Secondly. Our other conſ- 


9 pr 

carry on this part ci» 
pline. And this muſt be done, as 
to the bare Obſervation of j, 
according to the Laws and U- 
ſages ofour Church. Bur then 


we are at liberty. to improve 
it 


( 104) | 
it by ſuch Methods of Exhor» 
ration, -as we Judge moſt -edi- 
fying. And in my Opinion 
none can be more likely to do 
_ then explaining whatever 

yſtery or Commemoration 
it is, that the day relates to 
and having fally ſet forth, or 
unfolded the matter to preſs it 
home by a Conſcientious appli- 
cation. Some Homilies are 
very proper for ſome certain 
days ; but that which will be 
of moſt conſtant uſe, is ex- 


nding the Goſpel for the 
= 3 oaks rg Fool of 
the ent Subjet may be 
fally laid open. 


And yet to our grief, at 
leaſt, ifaot toour ſhame, we have 
a 


(106) 
which will oigks this and al 


Ol pa cligious , Duties caly 
leafarr, to our, Flocks, 4s 


{s them with a nt 

Ay and value of things ran: 

agd.to romrinee them them of 

conſiſtency orderly, pA 

ing, whether throy ik {piritual 
It o 


Pride or. carnal a . with 


ur ; Peoj 


would '{oon taſt, and ſee, the 
Fifference ro their comfort. 

But if men-will be obſtinate 
io their Prophaneſs, God has 


hot appointed Authority i 
vain. 


| ind, as well the 
Entertainers as the Gueſts; Barr 
adye Execution of chem, wou 
in, all probability, contribute 
. very muchtoa R on. in 
this particular, Neither are ws 
always to forbear the 
which God has given. ys, _ 
as Chriſt drove the Buyers aud 
raag out of the Temple, and. ax 
Apaltle Saint Paul, 
delves 'd the inceſkuouw Corinth 
an wnte Satan fer the Defirutizon 
k ſed Fleſh, that the $ rit. nigh 
aued in the day the Led 
Jelus,. x Cor, Pa So avght 
we to paſs F473 Cen- 
fares. vpan. ſuch. as will got. 
I z amend 


($8) 
athend by fair " means.” The! 
Plalmiſt does moſt emphari-! 
cally defcribe the patient pro- 
ceeding of God” in this' caſe, 
Pu 7. 1%, If the Wicked vil 

turn, "be" will” wher bis 
rot be bath bent bs Bow, 
and wake” it Jeany Obſerve 
the goodneſs '© ven in 
his. advance to ſev ob» 


* Ste und likes. 1 will con. 


clude with o —"_ of Saint 
Cyprian in E to | 
=I of FoxR Thu | 
ſott, and if there | be any more 
ſuch, who A any thing againſt 
their Paſtor, you may either: 
prohibit or Excommunicate bim.. 
 ©Onleſs, which @ my Counſel and 
Advice, you c rather | by. 
Jome fair meanrmake them fol 


ble of half Fu . ta god 
[anda a Wee 


on 'in but "Paltpoſe : For. 'we fY 
amiich © rather "overcome * Re- 
proaches & Tujuries A wild- 
we/s of | Patiexee, than by our 
Paſtoral Power. "IF" 


Go on then with that Pati- 
ence and Courage.as becomes 
a true "Shepherd, 'and beware 
that you fall oot under the con- 
dtnoation 6f a Hireling, who 
cares \ not. for the Flock. As 
agodd Steward watch and pro- 
vide for thoſe that are commit- 
ted to your charge. Be . nor 
wanton with, nor abuſe ' your 
Sheep, neither be flothful 
and neg]; oor flee when 
the Wolt cones 3 but — 


Pwn” 
4241rulh 


il 


RE 


Friend and Brother, 


H Landon 


April, 18. 


FINtg. 


